GANDHI

emasculation was alarming to their leaders. The
knowledge that Great Britain's economic policy, while
benefiting* India in many ways, had severely exploited
great sections of its people, was becoming more widely
known.17

He Proclaims Nation-wide Civil Disobedience.
Gandhi felt that the time had now come when he cotild
no longer support British government in India. He
announced that he had been driven to the conclusion
that British rule, in the form it had taken, had proved
a curse. "I would be less than truthful/' he declared,
"if I did not describe as satanic a government which has
been guilty of fraud, murder, and wanton cruelty;
which still remains unrepentant and resorts to untruth
to cover its guilt." He returned the medals he had
received from that government. He proclaimed an im-
mediate campaign of non-violent non-co-operation, or
civil disobedience. He asked all Indians to withdraw
their children from the British schools; to boycott the
law courts, settling their disputes by private compro-
mise ; to have nothing to do with the government in any
form, civil, military, or social. He requested Indian
lawyers to suspend their practice, Indian merchants to
refuse to participate in government loans, Indian
officials to resign government posts. Above all, the
people were to buy no British goods, but spin and wear
their own doth. This whole program, he insisted, must
be carried out without bitterness or hatred, but in a

17 Op. dfv pp. 11-12.
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